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have been extinguished. Wyclif's presence had been
so large, his influence over the thought of the Univer-
sity had been so commanding, that he had broken
the narrower groove in which his own life began,
whilst the groove which he made for others had been
broken by the Church. After Wyclif, no scholar
could be a Schoolman; and the new founts of schol-
arship, such as the spirit of inquiry, the hardihood of
logic, the candour of an open mind, were in some
sense under a ban. All studies and all books ex-
cept those prescribed by special statutes were hence-
forth forbidden. Everything written by Wyclif, or
by any of those who were alleged to have been his
followers, was confiscated and destroyed. The gold-
en age of Oxford had come to an end.

